Special Education Needs and Disability (SEND) Information
Report — Essendine Primary School
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SEND Statement

At Essendine Primary School we want to make sure that every child gets the best support we can
offer in order to help them to enjoy their learning, feel confident and happy amongst their friends
and make the best possible progress.

Every child has individual needs that might affect their learning. Sometimes children need special
support to give them an extra boost or to help them catch up with other children of the same age.
They may need this support for a short time or a longer period, but during this time they will be
part of our Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Register and we will keep a close eye
on their progress, look carefully at what extra support they need and keep in close touch with their
parents.

What are Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)?

‘A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special
educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a
learning difficulty if they:

Have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age;
Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of
a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools. *

(SEN Code of Practice, 2015)

The four broad areas of need are:

Cognition and Learning
Communication and Interaction
Sensory and/or Physical Needs

E

Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs.

The aim of this report is to provide information about our provision for children with
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities and answer the following questions:

e What is the Local Offer?
e Your child has Special Educational Needs and/or Disability. What can we, at Essendine
Primary School, offer you?

Your child has Special Educational Needs and/or Disability. What can we at Essendine
Primary School offer you?

e Who are the best people to approach to discuss concerns with?

e What would Essendine Primary do if my child was not making the expected level of
progress or attainment?

e What would Essendine Primary do if my child was not making the expected level of
progress or attainment?

e How will the curriculum and the school environment be matched to my child’s needs?
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e What types of interventions might my child access?

e How will you support my child to reach his/her learning outcomes?

e How will you help me to support my child’s learning?

e How is support allocated to children and how do they move between the different levels
of support in school?

e What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being?

e What is an Education Health Plan (EHC Plan) and who can request one for one for my
child?

e How will the school know that the support has made a difference to my child’s learning
and how can my child and | be included in this review process?

e How is my child included in all the same activities as his/her peers at Essendine Primary
School?

e How will Essendine Primary School support my child in transition stages?

e How does Essendine Primary School ensure the teaching staff are appropriately trained
to support my child’s special educational needs and/or disability?

e If I have any other questions about my child at Essendine Primary School, who can | ask?

e Who can | contact if | have a complaint about the SEND provision made for my child?

What is the Local Offer?

The Children and Families Bill Act 2014 requires Local Authorities (LA) and schools to publish and
keep under review information about services they expect to be available for children and young
people with SEND aged 0-25. This is the ‘SEND Information Report’.

The purpose of the Local Offer is to enable parents and young people to find out more easily the
services that are available in their area and how to access them. The Local Offer will include
provision from birth to 25, across education, health, social care and the voluntary sector.

Family Information Hub | Glossary of key terms for the SEND Local Offer

Westminster City Council’s Local Offer

For Children and Young People between 0-25 Years with SEND, Westminster City Local Authority
have put together information to help you find out about all the services that exist in your local area.
This is the LA SEND Information Report: 2025-2030 - wcc - send_strategy - digital 1.pdf

ordinarily available provision digital alt text.pdf

Essendine Primary School’s Local Offer

This utilises the Local Authority SEND Information Report to meet the needs of SEND pupils as
determined by school policy and the provision that Essendine can provide. Essendine’s Local Offer is
outlined in the Information Report below and is in the form of questions and answers.

Essendine Primary School’s Inclusion Manager is Miss Julia Robinson.

September 2025 Page 3 of 11


https://fisd.westminster.gov.uk/kb5/westminster/fis/advice.page?id=txQeqfVQeeo
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/biborough/directory/files/2025-2030_-_wcc_-_send_strategy_-_digital_1.pdf
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/mediamanager/biborough/directory/files/ordinarily_available_provision_digital_alt_text.pdf

Your child has Special Educational Needs and/or Disability. What can we at
Essendine Primary School offer you?

1.  Who are the best people to talk to at Essendine Primary School about my child’s difficulties with
learning, special educational needs and/or disability?

e Talk to your child’s class teacher about your concerns.
e Or, to the school’s Inclusion Team:

Miss Julia Robinson

Assistant Headteacher for
Inclusion and SENDCo.

e Alternatively, you could approach the Senior Leadership Team who will liaise with the class
teacher and the Inclusion Team.

Miss Maisy Tracey Mr Jason Claridge Mrs Lisa Mafrica
Assistant Headteacher Assistant Headteacher for Head of School
across the Federation. Standards

Mr Aaron Sumner

Executive Headteacher

e Mr Aaron Sumner, Executive Headteacher, has overall responsibility for all the pupils in the
North Westminster federation.

2. How does the school identify children who may have a special education need and/or disability?

Within the school each child’s progress - academically, socially and emotionally, is monitored
constantly by teachers and the Senior Leadership Team. Any concerns about a child are dealt with
immediately and the relevant professionals are informed. Parents are able to discuss their child with
either the class teacher, the Inclusion Team or the Senior Leadership Team.

3.  What would Essendine Primary do if my child was not making the expected level of progress or
attainment?

How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s learning, special
educational needs and/or disability?
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e One of your child’s teachers may initially speak to you at the beginning or the end of the school
day to arrange a time to discuss the concerns.

e The teachers may also talk to you about concerns at a parent/teacher meeting.

e The school’s Inclusion Team may contact you to arrange a meeting.

Step 1:

Parent or staff member report SEN concern. Liaise and/or meet with a member of the school’s
Inclusion Team, class teacher and maybe a member of SLT too.

Step 2:

|¢

School staff and Inclusion Team assess/observe where child's strengths and difficulties are and
a plan of action. An external referral may be made e.g. OT.

Step 3:

Support/interventions are done and closely monitored. Further support is planned if necessary
and referrals to external agencies may be made. Support will be regularly reviewed in an
ongoing cycle.

How will the curriculum and the school environment be matched to my child’s needs?

e Teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all children in their classes and be
supported by the Inclusion Team to do so.

e All lessons offer the challenge and support necessary for each child to learn and where necessary
adaptation occurs through the work set, questions asked and support given.

e |t may be appropriate to adopt different strategies or resources and adapt outcomes to meet
your child’s learning needs.

e Additional specialist advice is sought when appropriate and necessary, accessibility aids and
technology may be used to support your child’s learning.

e Grouping arrangements are organised flexibly with opportunities for both ability and mixed
settings to maximise learning opportunities for all.

e Essendine Primary School regularly reviews its Accessibility Plan to ensure that all children have
the fullest access possible to both the curriculum and the school site.

What types of interventions might my child access?

This depends upon the nature of your child’s needs and difficulties with learning. At Essendine
Primary School provision matches the four broad areas of need as defined in the : SEND code of
practice: 0 to 25 years - GOV.UK
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Communication and interaction
Cognition and Learning

Social, emotional and mental health
Sensory and/or physical needs

Our support to children takes 3 different levels:

Universal Support (Quality First Teaching) —

This is an inclusive approach to teaching that is adapted, personalised and benefits all learners,
but is essential for those with SEND.

All classes are equipped to support children with speech and language and communications
needs. Essendine adopts a trauma-informed approach to behaviour management to support
children to be regulated and able to learn.

Targeted Support —

Some learners will also benefit from additional, evidence-based support which may include
targeted, small-group interventions, as well as some individually personalised strategies and
approaches. Targeted one to one or small group interventions may be run outside the classroom.
You will be kept informed of your child’s progress towards learning outcomes via termly reviews.
Our targeted support includes academic boosters, Word Aware, Talk About, Lego Therapy,
Confident Communicators, Welcomm, ELSA, 1:1 reading, Sentence and Narrative Builders.
Additionally, where appropriate we will implement the Engagement Model using the SCERTS
approach.

Moving through the steps of SEND support is not one-directional. A learner may move from
Universal Support, to Targeted Support, and then back into Universal Support again once they
have made adequate progress and met targets that have been set for them based on their
needs. The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) oversees SEND support which is
delivered by teaching staff, support staff and other practitioners. Progress is regularly shared
with parents and/or carers.

Specialist Support It may be necessary to seek specialist advice and regular long-term support
from an external agency in order to plan for the best possible learning outcomes for your child.
This could include the Educational Psychologist, Art Therapy, CAMHs, Speech and Language
Therapist, Occupational Therapist, Advisory Teachers and the Child Development Service. Prior to
making a referral, the SENDCo will consult with parents on the reasoning and benefits of doing so
and gain their consent. Parents will be kept informed of any visits/correspondence from external
professionals as a result of a referral.
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Levels of Support

Specialist Support

Learners with an
EHCP

6. How will you support my child to reach his/her learning outcomes?

The class teacher and other staff working with your child ensure that they receive appropriate
teaching and support in order to achieve their learning outcomes.

We use an 'Assess, Plan, Do, review’ cycle to monitor your child’s progress. This mean we
regularly assess their needs, plan strategies and support, put these into action, and then review
how effective they have been. This ongoing process ensures that strategies and progress is
reviewed termly with parents. We then adjust support where needed and work together with
you to help your child succeed. External agencies and specialists may also review your child’s
progress and adapt their approach accordingly.

Assess, Plan, Do, Review (Graduated Approach)

The Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle should be reviewed regularly. This will ensure that support
continues to meet the learner’s needs, and any learning barriers are found and solved. There
should be a clear record of the support given and the impact observed. The stages are broken
down below:

Assess Learner’s strengths and difficulties are identified through observations, assessments,
discussion and any professional advice. These are then used to inform planning and
interventions. Consideration is given for individual learner’s developmental patterns.

Plan Interventions are carefully planned by the class teacher. There is a clear intended impact
and a plan for what the interventions are, who will deliver these, when and how often.
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Do Targeted teaching takes place regularly (from daily to weekly) and is recorded to support the
Assess, Plan, Do, Review process. Time is given for staff to prepare interventions and resources.
Review Impact of interventions is regularly reviewed to further inform planning and identify
ongoing needs for the learner.

How will you help me to support my child’s learning?

e There may be suggested strategies or activities for you to do at home to support your child’s
learning.

e The school may sometimes run parent/carer workshops in school to help you understand the
strategies used in school. We may also be able to offer you individual training in specific support
strategies for your child.

e The class teacher, phase leader or Inclusion Team may also offer you resources and ideas for
supporting your child’s learning at home.

e You will have an opportunity to meet with other professionals involved in supporting your child.

How is support allocated to children and how do they move between the different levels of
support in school?

e The school receives funding from the local authority. These funds include money to support the
learning of children with SEND.

e The Headteacher, in consultation with the school’s Board of Governors, decides the budget for
SEND provision based on the needs of the children in the school.

e The School’s SLT and Inclusion Team evaluate the effectiveness of the school’s current
interventions and provisions, and plan for future needs which may include additional or
alternative interventions, staff training and equipment.

e This process is reviewed regularly to ensure the best possible intervention is provided to those
children who require additional support to learn.

What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being?

We are committed to our core values: Working together, growing together.
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10.

11.

These are embedded within every aspect of school life and help ensure the happiness and well-being
of all our children. All members of staff take these aspects of school life very seriously.

In addition to these we:

e contact parents on the first day of absence to find out why your child is not in school;

e work with the Early Help Team (EHT) who supports the school and parents with ensuring children
attend school regularly and on time;

e have an effective behaviour policy which is used and adhered to by all staff across the school;

e identify and offer support to children who need specific support with their behaviour;

o offer a wide range of activities within school to support children’s social and emotional
development such as school visits, educational trips, music lessons and links with the community;

e have a policy for supporting pupils with medical conditions Policies | North Westminster

Federation in the school;

e ensure staff regularly undergo training in key areas such as first aid, asthma and the use of Epi-
pens;

e deliver PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship Education) part of the curriculum across the
whole school, as it provides a framework and some ideas for teaching social and emotional skills
within lessons, across subjects and outside the classroom;

e operate an open-door policy where you are encouraged to make an appointment to meet your
child’s class teacher or a member of the Senior Leadership Team.

What is an Education Health Plan (EHC Plan) and who can request one for one for my child?

The purpose of an EHC Plan is to make special education provision to meet the needs of a child to

secure improved outcomes.

An EHC Plan will contain:

e the views and aspirations of you and your child;

e afull description of his/her special educational needs and any health and social care needs,

e agreed outcomes for your child’s progress;

e astatement of specific need, the provision required and how education, health and social care
will work together to meet your child’s needs and support the achievement of the agreed
outcomes.

You and/or the school, usually through the Inclusion Team, can request that the local authority
conducts an assessment of your child’s needs. This may lead to an EHC Plan.

This is the link to further information about EHC Plans on the Westminster City Council website:
Family Information Hub | Education Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) (westminster.gov.uk)

How will the school know that the support has made a difference to my child’s learning and how
can my child and I be included in this review process?

Your child’s progress will be assessed both in terms of his/her regular learning within the class and
any specific intervention programmes. The impact of the support given is carefully evaluated to
ensure that the learning outcomes have been achieved and if not, what adaptations are necessary. It
may be decided that a further period of support is beneficial for your child. You and your child will be
kept informed and encouraged to be actively involved at all stages of this support.
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12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

How will the school consider my views and those of my child with regard to his/her difficulties with
learning, special educational needs and/or disability?

We believe it is very important for parents/carers to be involved in all areas of their child’s learning
and we actively encourage this. It is essential to understand both you and your child’s views on any
difficulties they may experience with their learning. If your child has an identified special educational
need you will be invited to regular meetings with the class teacher and Inclusion Team to discuss
current progress, support strategies being used and expected outcomes. If your child has an EHC plan
you and your child will be able to share your views formally at the Annual Review.

How is my child included in all the same activities as his/her peers at Essendine Primary School?

e We are an inclusive school and committed to providing equal opportunities for all children.
e We provide a wide range of clubs and educational visits for all children.
e We make reasonable adjustments to ensure that children with SEND are included in all activities.

How will Essendine Primary School support my child in transition stages?

e We liaise closely with the nursery or school your child is transferring from. We are able to discuss
with the relevant teachers any individual needs and how best to support your child at Essendine.
This could involve discussions with the Educational Psychologist, the Speech and Language
therapists or other relevant professionals.

e We also support you in selecting the appropriate secondary school and assist you in the
application process at the start of Year 6.

e We make arrangements to ensure there is a smooth transition when your child transfers to
his/her secondary school of choice.

e We take care to ensure that during transition points (between classes each year and at the end
of Key Stages) all staff are aware of all pupils’ learning needs, how well they have progressed and
any support strategies used.

e Should your child have an EHC Plan, we will participate and/or facilitate its review in sufficient
time prior to transferring between key phases of education. You will be kept informed of these
arrangements and asked to attend the reviews.

e Insome cases, a member of the Inclusion Team may go to observe a child in either their home or
their current educational setting with the view to plan a smooth transition into Essendine.

How does Essendine Primary School ensure the teaching staff are appropriately trained to support
my child’s special educational needs and/or disability?

We believe that your child’s learning needs will be met in the first instance through the high-quality
teaching delivered by the teachers in our school. We regularly review the school’s training schedule
and professional development for all teaching and support staff to ensure there is the appropriate
expertise to support children with special educational needs. A member of SLT is present during
lesson planning and able to offer support when differentiating for children of differing needs and
abilities. The school is able to access training programmes from different organisations including the
Bi-borough Training and Outreach team. Individual training can also be arranged where and when
necessary.

If | have any other questions about my child at Essendine Primary School, who can | ask?
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17.

We are very happy to speak to you about any aspects of your child’s education. It is always best to
speak with the class teacher in the first instance. If you have further questions then you can contact
the Inclusion Team or Senior Leadership team through sending an email to:

sendco@essendine.org.uk or ask for an appointment at the Help Desk.
Who can | contact if | have a complaint about the SEND provision made for my child?

Initially speak with your child’s teacher and/or a member of the Inclusion Team. Hopefully they will
be able to address your concerns.

Miss Julia Robinson, SENDCo at Essendine Primary School
Tel: 020 3329 0201

Email: sendco@essendine.org.uk

If you still have concerns you can contact any staff whose roles are listed above or the Board of
Governors. You may be directed to the school’s Parental Complaints Procedure.
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Essendine Primary School Provision Map

6. Teacher and Inclusion Team
evaluate effectiveness of provision
within time period agreed. Report to
parents. Next steps agreed

1. The school assesses all

pupils’ strengths and areas
for development.

5. Teacher and TA

monitor pupil progress to 2. Teachers and Inclusion

outcomes. Adapt if Team discuss individual pupil

learning needs and whether

necessary.

additional support would be
appropriate and effective.

4. Inclusion Team plans
and resources the

3. Meet/speak with
intervention. Teachers parents and pupil
and/or TAs deliver the

support.

to agree a support
intervention plan.

Essendine Primary School Policies — http://www.Essendineschool.org.uk/policies/
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